Gas chromatography of bile acids.
Bile acids, the end products of cholesterol metabolism in the liver, are of vital importance in the tissue distribution of cholesterol. Abnormalities in cholesterol biosynthesis or metabolism are often reflected in the proportions, concentrations and conjugation of bile acids in various tissues and determination of bile acids in these tissues is important in the diagnosis of hepatobiliary diseases. Several methods for quantitative determination of bile acids in biological fluids are known and have been reviewed. In this review, we have discussed the gas-chromatographic method for determination of bile acids with special reference to bile acid quantitation in plasma, bile, urine and stool.